
OUR PUBLIC WORKS.
Uommlwioncr Van Nort's Report for 1873

Compared with that of 1871.

The Street Pavements Cost Last Year CI,250,974,
Against 91,698,060 in 1871-8285.376 Saved
Last Year on Croton Water-$22,000
8aved en Gas-S967,400 8aved on

Sewers . The Total ExpenditnresLast Year 15,977,462,
Against <7,929,899 in 1871.

Suggestions by the Commissioner for the
Bepavinp of Streets and Improving

*1,., TT T»..1. r *-> f*\-j.wjo upper jrorcion 01 me uny.

The following correspondence between the
Mayor and Commissioner of Public Works has
called out flicts showing a great reduction in the
coat of executing public- works, as compared with
the year 1871, when Tweed had the control of the
matter. The expenditure in 1873 was $5,977,402,
or a reduction oi expenditure of $1,952,437."A cftr&
ful perusal oi the report will enable the property
owners to see at a glance the character and cost of
the various works completed.

Mayor's Office, New York, Dec. 2, 1873.
My Dear Mir.Please iurmsh me, at your earliest

convenience, with a comparative statement showingworks in progress in 1871 and the proximate
cost oi tne same, and the works In progress in
1873 and the proximate cost of the same. Yours,
Ac., WM. P. 1IAVKMYKK.
To OKO. M. Van Nort, Esq., Commissioner of

Public Works,
Department of Ppbmc Works. JCommissioners' office,}New Yokk, Dec. 20, 1873. )

Bon. Wim.iam f. liAVEMEYisit, Mayor of the city
of New York:.
Sir.Herewith, at your request, i transmit to

you an abstract of the operations and expendituresof this department for the current year,
compared with tne year 1871, as far as practicable;
also the condition or the works under its control
at the present time, and am yours very respectlolly,GEORGE M. VAN NORT,

Commissioner of Public Works.
street pavements.

Of the 448 miles or streets laid out on the map of
this city 374 miles are legally opened, aia miles are
regulated auil graded ami 271>« miles are paved,
There are M mites of cobble stone pavement, 145
Jniles of Ueluiau or stone block pavement, 21 miles
>«i wooden pavement, 4>£ miles ol concrete pavementand 14 miles ol l'ellord Macadam roadway.
On the repairs to the 232 miles of stone pavementsduring lust year 3G0,0U0 square yards ol

pavement have been laid and relaid at a cost ol'
$uo,ooo.
The appropriation has not been sufficient to put

all the pavements in good order; however, the
treets are in a much better condition thau lor
many years past, which is due to the system or
carrying on these repairs by day's work instead of
fey contract, us formerly, when a large portion of
the appropriation would be absorbed by the profits
of the contractors.
The expenditure lor repairs to wooden and concretepaveuients was $3U,0U0. This amount was

entirely inadequate for the work to be done, and
only the most necessary repairs, principally on
streets in the commercial part of the city, nave
1>een or could be made.

In doing these the decayed wooden blocks have
l>een replaced by stone blocks, and on this plan,
with a liberal appropriation, the worthless wooden
pavements could be gradually replaced by durablestone pavements.

It is estimated that 61,000 square yards, or onesixthor all the wooden pavements in this city, will
require to be relaid or removed during the year
1874. If repaired with wood the cost will be about

per sqnare yard, or $183,000. II repaired with
stone blocks the cost will be $2 5u per square
yard, or $162,500, white the stone blocks are iuflntelymore durable than wood. In either case
t.hp Mnnrnnrnitinn fnr thn i«nnol»>u urAmlon otwl

concrete pavements ($5o,ooo> is utterly inadequate; anil to tax tlie city at oucc lor replacing
the worthless wooden and concrete pavements
would be too large u burden upon the taxpayers.
Kut the condition ol these pavements is such that
the adoption of measures providing lor their improvementcan no longer be postponed. 1 would,
therefore, recommend the enactment of a law
authorizing the Common Council, whenever the
Commissioner of Public Works shall be satisfled
that the expense ol making the necessary reuairs
In auy street, paved with wood or concrete, shall
exceed one-iourtli 01 the original cost of such pavement,to order audi street to be repaved with
Belgian or atone block pavement. Due-halt of the
expense or such repavement to be home by tue
City at large, and one-half to be assessed upon the
property owners on the line of the street or
avenue.
The ireqnent opening of streets for the laying

and repairing 01 gas pipes, and for connecting
buildings with sewers, water and gas pipes, is most
Injurious to the pavements, as they are rarely re-
placed in as good condition as they were beiore the
opening was made, liow frequently the street
pavements are disturbed in tlu» manner may be in-
lerred irom the fact that they cover about 540 miles
ui gun mains, 349 miles of croton wuter pipes and
S20>b miles oi sewers, and that more than 74,oyo
Luihlings are each connected with .-ewers, water
and gas pipes.
Excepting the Telford Macadam roadways on tue

pleasure drives and avenues in the upper part of
the city, no other than stone block pavements
liave been laid during the past two years, ami no
pavement has yet been introduced or sutllcieutly
tested in this city which, under our climatic conditions,can compare with the stone block pavementsfor durability, cheapness and adaptability to
the requirements ol our local tniftlc. for pleasure
<lrives and lor suburban road* and avenues, however,the Teliord Macadam roadway is preferable.
Tlie progress previously made in replacing cobble
Btone pavements with Ueigian or granite blocks
lias been arrested by a provision of the charter requiringthe consent ol a majority ol property
wners to authorize the repaving oi any street.
I>uring the year 142,473 square yards of uew atone

block pavements have been laid, covering six
nnles of streets. Twelve miles Oi streets have
been reanlated and graded ami sixteen and onehalfmiles are now under contract lor regulating
aud grading.
Ureat progress has been made in the constructioniind lmnrnvcrneiit. of t.hn uvannpH and r.liviH-

ure drives in tlie upper part of the city, The
Boulevard, from tlitynlnth to I65tu street; tlie
Eleventh avenue, lrora liutti street to tlie Llarlem
Kiver; the Avenue St. Nicholas, ironi liotli to 16»th
street; Seventy-second street, irom Kitctitti avenue
to the Riverside drive, and Tenth avenue, above
165th street, have been completed and tlirowu
vpen to public travel during the past year. More
than :#K),Ooo square yards 01 Tellord Macadam roadwayhave been constructed and one and a hall"
miles uf sewers liullt. There are uow lourteen
miles of Macadamized roadways, serving at puce
tue purposes of pleasure, iruvel and the local
traffic in the upper part 01 the city, maKing the
l*nest portion 01 our Island accessible to our populationand available for dwelling purposes.

'Ihe expenditure lor these improvements for the
.year 1871, under the direction of the Department
oi i'uoltc Parks, was $i,u9s,oou, and for the past
jear it was $1,260,974.
CHOTON Ayl EOl Cr, KKSEKVOIRS AND D1STR1BCTINU

SYSTEM.
The occurrence of several disastrous conflagra-

tlons in some ol our large cities during tue past
lew years, has attracted more than usual attention
to the means we possess of uieetiug or preventing
similar visitations, and considerable fear and
anxiety have beeu felt, lest our water supply should
prove Insufficient in such an emergency, i'rojjets
jor introducing salt water from the adjacent rivers,
and lor tapping the Hudson Kiver at some point
above tide witter, were advanced and discussed,
cither of which would Involve un expenditure of
over $10,000,(100, The Commissioner of Public
"Works and his engineers, however, maintained
that, with far less expenditure, an ample supply
oi water for all purposes could be drawn from the
Croton Kiver, the only thing required being the
«>iiiiatpnrtinn nf InrorA rAaprvntra inr tlio Atikrana

water, to be drawn upon during dry seasons. The
experience ol last summer has fully vindicated
their views. During au almost unprecedented
.drought of over two months, moretliun two thirds
*ii the daily supply ol water was drawn from the
new storage reservoir at Uoyd's comers m Putnaiiicuunty, the aggregate quantity so drawn
»>eing 3,700.000,000 (rations, llns reservoir was
completed last spring, and has a capacity of
a,ooo,ooo,ooo gallons; without tt a water latiiine
"would have been inevitable last summer. The land
required for the dam of another storage reservoir,
to contain 3,700,000,000 gallons, lias been purchased,and preparations made to proceed with
the construction of the dam at an early day.
The consumption of Oroton water has increased

Jit a much greater rate than the population, havingreached 104,000,000 gallons per day, or more
(than loo gallous daily to each Inhabitant; at no
[distant day It will have outgrown the capacitytor the present aqueduct, the maximum of which is
>& delivery of lib,uoo,oou gallons per day. The constructionof an additional aqueduct will then
become necessary.The excellent condition of the aqueduct and its
^accessories, which have performed their innctlons
uninterruptedly for more than thirty years, is conclusiveproof not only 01 the sunerior workmanshipia Its construction, but oi the care and vigilancewith which it is kept m order.
A demand has been made upon the present Commissionerof Puollc \\ orks, oy the Matiouac ManufacturingCompany, for the performance of au

alleged agreement between the rormer Commissionerof Public works and tne company, said to
liave been made in 1870, for the purchase of certain
Sands at the outlets of and water rights in Lakes
Mahopacand Kirk, in Putnam county, authorized
rt>y an act of the Legislature of mi; and upon the
-refusal of the Commissioner to accede to the demandthe company moved for a mandamus to
compel turn to carry out the agreement.
iSU cmuuqypaeii vQ befcitf At OU*.

fTEW YOI
resisted on the gronnrt that the former
Commissioner had not powet to make any
Much agreement; that, If it was made, it was void
and could not be enforced, and that under the act
the matter still rested in the discretion of the
present Commissioner, anil that hi» iudginent was
mat it was not necessary for the city to take such
lands or water rights.
The claim set up b.y the company amounted to

about #;»oo,ooo; but the Supreme Court sustained
the position ol the Commissioner of Public Works
and decided that he was nut compelled to carry
out u verbal agreement made ny his predecessor.
The alterations of the aqueduct on l'enth avenne,

between Ninety-second and U3ih streets, commonlyknown as the "Big Pipe Work," have progressedvery favorably and rapidly, with a greatly
reduced force and expenditure. This work was
commenced in September, 1870. Last year, at the
beginning of the season for out-door work, the entireforce employed on the work was reorganized,
and the results or this reorganization may be seen
in the following comparative statement of force
employed, work done, and amounts expended
previous to January J, 1873, and since that date:.

From SrfjU From Jan.
16, 1870, li/ ./a/4- 1 lo A'or.

1, IS73. 30, 1873.
Averspe force employed Mi4J4
I'ieccsol pip® recelvd 1,024 1,711
Lineal fen of pipe laid 10.400 19,900
Cubic yards ol rock mid earth excavated120,000 28,670
Cubic yards of foundation and protectionwalls constructed 14,(WO lft,800
Cubic yards of masonry built 800 l,til2
Lineal feet of sewers built 6,4J4 1,1/21
Cubic yards of earth filled In 3U.UU SO.ilM
Amount paid for Iron pipe $326,374 $38U,a32
Amount paid lor labor and sundry

material* $1,863,946 $2U6.$>7
This work will be completed next summer, when

the masonry aqueJuct will be removed, and the
land occupied by it sold for tbe bene lit oi the SinkingFund.
The lugli service reservoir and tower at Carmansville,ror supplying the extreme high points

on the island with water, was brought into use last
ytfaT.
For the distribution of Croton water throughout

the city 25?i miles of pipes, varying rroui 4 to 48
inches in diameter, was laid during the eleven
months ending November last, The aggregate
length of such pipes now laid in tills dtv is 349
miles, exclusive of about 11 miles or pipe used or
conveying Ltic water to the reservoirs.
The receipts lor water rents lor the year ending

December 31,1873, were 11,428,931, and the cost of
collecting such rents was $66,074. During the
year 1871 the amount collected was $1,207,089,
and the cost ol' collection was $119,608.
thus showing an increase In receipts for
1873 over 1871 of $221,842 and a deg;ea®,fc ili com*, of
collection of $63,634, or a net tain to the city
treasury on this account ol $285,376. Owing to the
stagnation in busings, Otfring the past three or
four moluha Vlp< Consumption ol Croton water for
manulacturlng purposes, especially for steam
boilers, nas greatly diminished, causing a correspondingdecrease in receipts for water rents.

LAMPS AND OAS.
A large saving tias been eifected in the cost of

lighting the public lamps. Early in 1872 the Commissionerof iiibilc Works requested the several
gas companies to reduce the price of gas lor publiclamps, ami they agreed to a reduction iroui an
average ol $51 per annum for each lamp to $42 60,
and later to $39 per lamp. The condition which
they first made, that their bills for gas lurnlslicd
the city in 1871, amounting then to some $«oo,ooo,
should'be paid belore the reduction would take
effect, was finally waived at the earnest solicitationof the Commissioner of Public Works. The resultis that the expenditure for lightiug and maintainingthe public lamps has been reduced from
$1,151,146 in 1871 to $793,766, in 1872 and to
$745,653 in 1873. Since the 1st or January, 1872, the
Commissioner ol Public Works has removed 526
extra lamps, which had been placed iu front of
saloons, restaurants, stable?, hotels, private residences,itc., und which cost the city $22,000 per
annum to light and maintain. The number of
extra lamps yet remaining is 835. An investigationto ascertain how many ofthein arc not covered
uv resolution* or ordinances 01 tne common uouucilis still being continued.

SBWERAGE.
The work of improving and exrendintr the systemor aewet age has been vigorously prosecuted

during tUe past year. Ten miles 01 sewers, 2%
miles ol underground drains, l mile of culverts
and 87 receiviug basins have been constructed.
The total length of sewers in this city is 320^
miles, with 3,931 receiving basins. The undergrounddrains, which have only been In use a lew
years, have proved very effective ami beneficial to
the public health and to property owners in draininglow and marshy grounds. Many of thfe old
sewers are so deiective in plan and construction
that ttiey fail to carry off the sewage matter, generatingnoxious gases and breeding disease, insteadof improving the sanitary condition ot the
city. The work of replacing them by new and
better ones is progressing as rapidly as an
economical expenditure or the means appropriatedfor this purpose will permit. A large savinghas been made In the cost or cleaning and repairingsewers aud basins, which were formerly
uone by contract, but are now done by day's
work. In 1871 the expenditure on this account
was $li8,o:>i, and for the past year it is $76.ts80,
showing a reduction of nearly $48,ooo.
The aggregate expenditures or the Department

or Public Works on amounts paid Irorn taxation
during the year 1871 were $2.442,:ii2. During the
year 1873 they were $l,529,91i, including $56,ooo tor
the maintenance or the Boulevard, roads and
avennes which werr not in this department in 1871.
The reduction in expenditures in 1873, as compared
with 1871, is therefore $967,400.
On special and trust accounts, for regulating,

grading, paving, sewering and otherwise improvingstreets and avenues, lor alterations or the
aqueduct, construction of reservoirs and extensionot Croton water mains, the snin of $6,231,838
was expended by the Department ot Public Works
during the year 1871, and the sum or $1,688,060 by
the Department oi Public Parks on the improvementor the Boulevard and avenues north of Fiftynintustreet during the same year, making a total
or $7,929,890. lu 1*73 the expenditure on all these
accounts under the Department of Pnl>lic Works
was *5,977,4C2. showtng a reduction or diminution
ol expenditures of $1,952,437.
Under a peremptory mandamus of the Supreme

Court requisitions were made upon the Finance
Department for the pavment of $700,000 .or water
meters furnished under a contract made in 1370.

RAPID TRANSIT.

Rapid Transit vs. Comfortable Transit.
To tub Editor op thb Herald
There Is an old Spanish proverb which sajs, "Do

not throw away your dirty water until you get
clean." Now, would it not be well for tnose who
are agitating the subject or rapid transit to look a
little Into the present, and not altogether into the
future ? I contend that we are already too fast as
a people, and that we are continually struggling
to attain that point where it will take us less time
to go anywhere than it will to stay at home. I do
not believe that the American people, or the large
majority of them, so much desire to travel rapidly
as they do comfortably, if the truth was known;
and the time has arrived when the latter problem
must be solved, if not m conjunction with the
former, then without it. When the palace cars
were first started upon our railroads a small percentageof the public rebelled at the extra charge;
to-day a rebel is nnknown, and the entire people
recognize the great improvement.

I propose while we are waiting five or ten years
for rapid transit to look to the present for comfortabletransit. Let us have palace cars on the
city roads. I honestly believe that if the vote of
the uptown people were taken on It the answer
would be a imost universal that it was not a questionof time, but of discomfort; or having to coino
down or go up at the hour that everybody else
goes, ol not getting a seat and being obliged to
liaug on to a strap, unable to read a paper or do
augiit but inhale your neighbor's, perhaps, foetid
breath and be a fit subject lor the manipulations of

grudge au extra five cents for the privilege of
riding m an elegant car, with a comfortable chair
and no one standing up. Ladles would always
prefer It, as would every man who could afford the
amount, and if he could not, then there would i>e
still the five cent cars for him; but there is no reasonwhy 11 a man can afford to pay lor a luxury
that he should be denied it because another cannotor will not do the same.
"The howls of the press," as our friend Rutler

says, have been so persistent airaiust our city railroadsthat they have leu the public to believe that
these useful institutions are nothing more than
harpies fattening upon the life blood or our citizens,and that they are coining untold wealth. The
truth is that some of them do n >t even pay Interest
on the cost of construction, whue the very beat of
them ouly pay a traction over a cent prottt on
every passenger, and could not pay that If It were
not lor crowding the cars at that hour of the day
when travel is greatest. Those who doubt this
lact need onlv go to the State Engineer's annual
report lor iis'truth.

I question ir there Is a single road in this citythat would not be glad to put on palace cars to
run every ttltecn minutes, or oftener, if their
charters would allow them to do so; but those
wise men from the country at Albany, takingtheir tone from New York newspapers, hold uptheir hands in holy horror the moment that anylegislation Is proposed to better the working of
these roads or add to the comfort of those who
are obliged to travel by them. J. W. WATSON.

Another Plan for a Railroad*
New York, Jan. 38, 1874.

To the Editor of the Hbralp:.
There have been many schemes presented, and

some have been chartered, but none have as yet
succeeded in getting capitalists to take a sufficient
quantity of stock to commence to buttf a road, exceptthe one-legged elevated road on .Oreenwich*
street, which ruined many of the original stockholders.Now, my plan Is for a surface road, by
steam, on a street that is 100 leet wide, two tracks;
on a street seventy-live feet, or less, only one
track. Let the track be fenced on each Bide, and
be tunnelled or bridged every tother street that
runs at right angles with the track. Have the vehiclesthat have to go on the track street keep to the
right of the rcuce. Youra Ac..* wius jfc yit&uua. ,
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B N A I BERITH.

Convention of the "Independent Order of Bn&i
Berith" at Chicago.Sketch of the Order.

To-day at noon the delegates of the 206 lodges
composing this Order will assemble at the Chicago
Music Hall, and will frame such amendments to
the laws as to their wisdom shall seem fit. Five and
a half years ago a similar convention was held in
New York.

SKETCH OF THE ORDRR.
The Bnal Berith, or "Sons of thejCovenant," is

an organizatioh or American Israelites, nuw numberingfully 20,000 members. Krom the preamble
to the constitution, from which we extract, the
exact objects of the Order can be ascertained
The Independent Order Bnat herith having

taken upou itself the mission of uniting the Sous
of Israel In the sacred work of promoting the
highest interests of humanity, especially to alleviatethe wants of the poor and needy, to visit
and attend the sick, to protect and assist the
widow and orphan, on the broadest principle
of brotherly love; furthermore, to develop
and elevate the mental and moral character
of our race by a liberal support of science and art
and the inculcation or the holiest and purest princ.lnlpsof nh I Ian thronv. honor and tiutrmriMinr uml
above all to promulgate the sublime and eternal
doctrines of Judaism among Its professors, and to
deiend, preserve and diffuse the faith or our
fathers In society at large as the very embodiment
of ali those dictates of humanity.holds tue followingcardinal principles.

It then declared sach general doctrines as that
"all men are brothers." the "social relations
among individuals should be regulated by the dictatesof love," and finally that "the divine and
everlasting doctrines of Juualsm are the basis of
all civilization and enlightenment," Ac. The Order
Is thus entirely Jewish In Its character, differingfrom the Masons and Odd Fellows, which are

open to all secta^ It ta aec^t ^ its character, havinga form of initiation, oaths, dogfe*?, siffrsafiiT'
ftasswords, tlie ceremonials hardly reaching the
solemnity of the Masons, but yet sufficiently imposinglor their purpose.
The Order is devoid entirely of any political significance,being simply social, literary ana charitablem its scope. No brother assumes any obligationinconsistent with his duties as a citizen of

the Republic or as a memuer 01 his synagogue or
temple.
There are at preseut. 206 lodges, averaging 100

members each; a few reaching the number of U60,
many having less than 50. The oldest lodge and
the youngest lodge have their seats In New York
"New York, No. 1," Installed in 1843. having 290
members and an aggregate ol $6,ooo in lutids, aud
/,ei>UlOIl, lOJO, ' IUHI.UI It'll IUHI WCCK, Wltll

thirty-seven members and no funds as yet.
The Order was founded in 1843 by a few New

Yorkers, headed by a mun of much intelligence
and benevolence.Henry Jones, it may have had,
at starting, a platform somewnat opposed to Masonry,but the feeling quickly was subdued, and it
entered upon a Held ot its own in no wise opposed
to other organizations, but peculiarly distinct
from all. The Order gradually increased, lodges
being started in Cincinnati (1849), Philadelphia
(I860) and Louisville (185i). Its advantages were
quickly appreciated by the Israelites of this country,so that now there is a lodge in nearly every
state and city or importance.
Much impetus was given to it between the years

I860 aud 1808 by the efforts of Maurice Mayer, now
deceased, a learned gcutlcmau, who acted as
Grand Secretary lor some time, and of B. F.
Peixotto, now Consul at Bucharest, who was
Grand Saar (President) for three years, and in
such capacity travelled about the country lnlusiug
great interest in the organization. Since 1868
lecturing tours have been made with much success
by the present President aud Secretary, Julius
Bien and Moritz Elliuger; and the Jewish press
have kept the fraternity so prominently before
their readers that it is not surprising that the increaseoi members has been so marked. The aggregatefunds amount to $800,000.
The Order is divined into seven Grand Lodges,

arranged geographically; New York, New Jersey
and the Eastern States constituting District No. l,
and being numerically one third of the entire
Order. There is a Court of Appeals to decide
litigated questions, the "Chief Justice" being exRecorder'ltosendale of Albany. The supremo
authority Is the "Constitution Grand Lodge" which
meets every Ave years, and is represented officially
by the Executive Committee, «vlth a President,
Vice President, Secretary and four jpembers. The
Grand Lodge officers are thus named"Grand
Nasi Av" (President), "Grand Aleph" and "Grand
Y'oea'' (Vice Presidents), "Grand Bal Haggenzi"
(Treasurer), GrandSopher" (Secretary), Ac. The
Convention will probably abolish thpse names,
which are unnecessary and have no special significance.

tue'work of the convention.
The Chicago Convention will be a week in session.01 course man> propositions of a routine

character win be presenteU, but of tjie more importantwill be the following:.
1. To simplify the ritual and ceremonies.
2. To abolish the secret character of the organization.
3. To have a general endowment law, by which

all the brethren shall contribute a small sum at the
death of a brother, to the end that his widow may
receive $l,ooo.

4. To establish a home for the aged and needy of
the Order.

5. To support more generally the Hebrew Orpnan
Asylum at Cleveland and enlarge it so that it may
accommodate 500 children.

6. To establish an official journal.
T. To be represented in the Centennial Exhibitionin Philadelphia.
8. To establish an institute of learning.
». To take actiou as to the condition of suffering

Israelites abroad.
It will thus be seen that there is quite an importancein the Convention, and the Jews in this countrywill look with much interest to the proceedings.The endowment matter ts one in which the

brethren of the Order are especially interested, lor
It is a species of life insurance that is quite attractive.In many lodges the endowment dues are paid
out ol the lunds, the members paying sufficient
annually to cover assessment lor deaths. A memberthus secures a llle policy of $l,uoo on an annual
premium ot'irom ten to lliteen dollars. Added to
which are the social and literary advantages which
many lodges offer, aud certain pecuniary benefits
in sickness or distress, such as make them desirableto many citizens.

Division* In Judaism*
To the Editor of the Herald:.
Although it is popularly believed that Israel is

united in a compact, solid body, actually such is
not the case. They, like other religious commumities, have their tribulations and schisms. They are
divided into ultra-orthodox, orthodox, reform and
ultra-reform schools, and while the cardinal prln-
ciples underlying the faith of each are invariably
the same, yet their belief in some interpretations
of the Bible and the rulings of the rabbles are essentiallydifferent, and consequently there is diversityof action as to the binding effect of certain
laws, most of which, however, are ceremonial.
Tnese differences of opinion should be conlined to
the synagogue or temple, but ail experience proves I
that they, like similar Church disturbances,
iu »uut auu unug uiiwchoiwu mtu jn avuiui uuuins,
and even engender ill leellng in tbe counting
room of the merchant. A convention ot 'B'nai
Berith," such as described, and representing every
siiade of opinion, entertaining "malice towards
none and with charity lor all," la well calculated
to tone clown all such acerbities of leeling, and we
liave every hope oi the good result of their deliberationswhile there remains a Wolf to eloquently
demand civil and religious freedom; a Fraukland
to nurse the sick: a Hosenthal to dispense even-
handed Justice; an Isaacs to watch the liberties of
the free press; a Peixatto to represent our country
abroad; a Sanger to plead at the bar of public
opinion, and the noblo example of a Debora Stlner,
who has just sacrificed her young and promising
life upon a burning altar of filial atl'ectiun. Judaismand humanity are safe in such hands.

SKMI-OCCASIONAL.
Washington, D. C., Jan. '23, 1874.

LIGHTHOUSE NEWS.
Keeper* Exonerated from Charge* of

Negligence.
Newport, B. I., Jan. 24, 1874.

W. W. Wales, of Beaver Tall signal, has been
completely exonerated by Commander Stephen C.
Trenchard, Inspector of the Third district lighthouses,from the charges brought against him, for
not blowing the horn on the morning oi the 3d inst.,
by Captain Shirley, of the steamer Electra, piylug
betweeu Providence and New York. It appears
that tlpou the night in question the wind was

blowing fresh, and tbe Electra was laid to to the
windward of the station, and the evidence wtilcn
the inspector forwarded to-day to the Daily yeics
shows conclusively that the trumpet, could not have
been heard a half-mile to windward of whore tho
steamer was located.

In regard to Throgg's Neck station, the keeper of
which, captain Shirley, reported for the same
neglect of duty, has also .been exonerated, R. S.
Lloyd, chief mate of the British ship International,
certifies that he heard the bell ringing constantly
between tbe hours or seven P. M., January 2, aud
five A. M., January 3. Richard S. Lyons, keeper of
the lighthouse, shows by his log book also that the
bell was propeTly rung.

MEW YORK CAPITAL III"B08T0N.
Boston, Jan. 24, 1874.

The application of the Mutual Life Insurance
Company of New York to hold real estate in Bostonto the amonnt of $2,000,000, which 1b now
pending before the Legislature, meets with strong
objections, on the gronnd that under It the companymight engage in a general real estate businessor might evade subjection to the general inJW9#cebfp al I

MUARlT^4s^l874..TRIPLE
LIGHTING THE CITY.

Contract* Awcrdcd for Ntretl Umpi.
The Comptroller Oppose* Immediate
Action.
After repeated adjournments the Gaa Commissioners.designated under the charter to adverse

for indn and accept proposals and award contractu
for lighting the city with gas, met late yesterday
afternoon tn the Mayor's oitlce, the Mayor, Comptrollerand Commissioner Van Nort present. Mr.
MorrlMon, the secretary, read the minute# of the
previous meeting, which were approved.
Commissioner Van Nort moved that the contract

for removing, setting and adjusting lampposts,
lighting the lamps aud keeping them In repair, t>e
awarded the New York lias company, in their district,thyir hid therefor being the lowest.
Comptroller (ireen moved to lay the motion on

the table until a disposition of the lighting Is
made, as there may be new bids sent in.
Mr. Van Nort replied that the commission was

here for the purpose of acting on the bids alreudy
banded in, and not to anticipate new ones.
The Mayor likewise remarked that he could see

no reason why the first proposition slioulu not be
acted upon at once.
Mr. Van Nort could not see what good can be

gained by factiousness.the three officers named
in the law now present were to receive bids, which
had been furnished but bad not been disposed of.
The law Hays the bid* shall be opened, Ac. ThiH
lias been done, and it is now the duty of the
Hoard to confirm or reject the same. They
had no right to advertise lor new bids If the New
York Gas Company is entitled to the award, as
they surely are, they being the lowest bidders.
tney can ootain the contract irom the courts.
The Comptroller tried to justify his actions, but

utterly lalled, wlien, on calling the question by Mr.
Van Nort, the motion to lay on the table was lost,
Mayor Httvemcyer votiug with Mr. Van Nort in
the affirmative.
Tne Mayor then put the original motion.
The Comptroller stated that, as he had no time

to compare the figures, he would be compelled to
vote "No,U
Mayor Havemeyer (heatedly, to the Comp

troller).You have had plenty 01 time to examine
and compare toe figures, as we adjourned our last
meeting lur this very purpose.
The motion to award was then pnt and carried,

the comptroller vol Inn in the negative.
on motion of Mr. Vau Nort, a simflar award wasj

made to the Manhattan Company in their district,
the Comptroller voting "No."
Mr. Van Nort proposed that a te9t vote l>e had

whether the bid of the Metropolitan Company be
declared irregular, owing to their not naving
strlctlv conionued to the terms of the proposals
invited, by acknowledging tlielf bonds before a
legal tribunal. The Mayor moved to declare the
bid irregular, whereupou the Comptroller proposed
that the bid of the Mutual Company be accepted.
The motion was carried, Mr. Van Nort voting in

the negative, and desired to have his vote recorded.
Mr. Beardslee, counsel for the Metropolitan,

requested permission to read a protest, upon
which Mr. \ an Nort moved to reconsider the vote
just taken, which was put by the Mayor us chairman,pending which the counsel read his protest,
setting lortli that the compauy he represented had
compiled In every respect with the law, lurnished
good surety In the sum of $100,000, and in their
bid named a sum which would be a great saving to
the city. Commissioner Van Nort moved that the
protest be received and placed on Hie, which was
adopted, but the motion to reconsider was lost by
the usual vote of two to one.the Mayor and Comptrolleracainst the Commissioner 01 Public Works.
Before the last vote was taken Commodore C. K.

Garrison, who was present and represented the
Mutual Gas Company, threateningly remarked
that, if the aotiou concerning the Metropolitan lias
Company Is reconsidered, his (the Mutual) companywill not make any new bids, which, oi course,
decided the measure at once.
Tne Comptroller proposed that bids l;e invited to

light the llariem and the part ol the Metropolitan
district not awarded. Carried.
Mr. Van Nort moved that tne bids ol George A.

Barney to light two districts be rejected, inasmuch
as thfe gas companies had been awarded vhe contract.
The Comptroller opposed the motion, which was

nevertheless adopted, whereupon the board adjourned.
During the session tne greatest animus was exhibitedby the Comptroller. He opposed everythingod'ered by the Commissioner ol Public Works.

Among those present at the meeting were Messrs.
Augustus Hcheli, Commodore Garrison, Oscar Zoilicotl'er,Charles Place, anu others, commissioner
Van Nort had with nun Mr. Parker, his deputy, and
Mr. Tracey, rrom his department. The contract for
Ughtiug the Harlem district must necessarily be
awarded to the Harlem company, tney haviug no
competitors in that territory.

THE NORTH SIDE ASSOCIATION.

A Staler for the Eatt and W«t Side
Auroflsilons.Lsrgr Meeting ot Wealthy
Property Owners In Mott Haven ¥«
terday Afternoon.Congress and the
Legislature To Be Memorialised.The
Constitution of the New Association.
The second meeting of the North Side Associationwas held in the ottlce of the Morrisanla SteamboatCompany yesterday afternoon. The first

mnetinir of the orirnnlzntion was held In rhn «nm«

office on the loth or January, and at tnat time a
committee, consisting of Messrs. Hugh N. Camp,
M. C. Turner, Kdgar Williams, William Herring,
Samuel E. Lyon, W. W. Mies, W. Smith Brown, G.
H. Foster and uouverneur Morris, was appointed
to draft a constitution and present a "slate" of
officers for the government of the ortranization.
No better idea can he conveyed of the objects and
intention of the association than to give the constitutionwhich was presented and adopted yesterday
CON.iTrriTiON or tfje north side association.
The North .-side Association is composed ot nil land

owners or taxpayers In the Twenty-third and Twentyfourthwards ot the city of New York, und has lor its
ohject the proper improvement aiul development of the
territory and the protection ol the material Interests of
the citizen*; mit no questions of a merely political charactersnail ever be brought before the association.
The annual meeting shall he held on the fourth Saturdayof January in each year, when the officers and committeesshall be elected by ballot. A committee to

nominate candidates shall be appointed at a meeting of
the association prior to the annual meeting.
Special mcctiugs may he called at any time by the

Secretary, on the direction ot the President, or on the
written request of tlircc member* ol auy standing com
mittM.
Ten shall constitute a quorum for business at any meetingol the association.
The officers shall be a President, First and Second Vice

Presidents, a Secretary ami a Treasurer.
The officers and committees shall hold office for one

year, and until their succes-tors are elected.
There shall be the following standing committees,

with the duties prescribed to each, to consist 01 nine
members
Firit.The Harlem River Improvement Committee

shall have charge of the interests of the association In
relation to the improvement ol the navigation of the
Harlem Kiver and tspuvten IKiyvil Creek, and the
bridges over and tunnels under the same.
Second. I he Uap.d Transit Committee shall have charge

ol the Interests of Hie Association in relation to the Improvementol the means of access to the low er part of
the city.Third.The Local Improvement Committee shall have
charge of the interests of the association in respect to
local improvements.
Fourth.The Tax and Assessment Committee shall have

charge of the interests of the association In respect to
assessment and collection of taxes and assessments lor
improvements laid upon the real estate in the T«entythirdand Twenty-fourth wards.
F\f1h.The Law Committee shall consider all legislation

proposed which affects the interests ol the association.
Nirffc.The Executive Committee shall consist of the

President, Vice Presidents, Secretary, rreasurer and the
Chairmen of all other committees, and shull have charge
ol all interests of the association, and be authorized to
recommend to the association lor action such matters as
atlect the same.
Three members ol a committee shall constitute a

quorum.
The committees shall meet on the day of the annual

meeting, or as soon thereafter us possible, hach committeeshall meet when called together by its chairman,
or three members in writing.
The committees shall pay their own expenses, unless

otherwise ordered by the association belore any expenseis Incurred, and no expense shall be incurred' until the
funds to discharge the same have been raised by voluntarysubscription..

j iic iv/iiviriiiii Liuivcir, uuiuinuteu uy inccommittee,waselected:-President,William B. ngden; First Vice President,
John J. Crane; second Vice President, William (J.
At'kerman: Secretary, Ford ham Morris; Treasurer,
Edgar Williams.
UnrUm Kirtr Imjirornifnt Onnniitltf.Messrs. Lewis G.

Morris Samuel fe. Lyon, Walter T. Marvin, Hugh N. I
Camp, Joseph H. Godwin, Lewi* B. Brown, Samuel M.
I'urdy, iliram Barney, Uustav Schwab.

Tranrit fytmminet.Messrs. Gouverneiir Morris,
Richard M. Jloe, Waldo Hutctilns, William Smith Brown.
Samuel D Babcock. Thomas A. Vy*e, William Csuldwoll,
E. 0. Burling, Augustus A. Levy.Local Imjiriirirmtiil ''ommiitee. Messrs. Samuel R Fllley,
F.daar Williams, Matuiln L. Delatleld, Charles J. Gilli*.
Henrv' L. Atherton, J. i.loyd Hiilgh, Thomas H, Katie,
William Simpson, Utistuvus Pie tier.
Tux iinri A.i»r.vmcn< Committer- -Messrs. Henry F. tfpanlding. M. C. Turner. Henry P. Delimit, Jordan L. Molt,

Richard D. Hamilton, Augustus Van tJortlandt, D. B.
Frisbie, Morris Wilkin*, Charles W. Bathgate.
Vatr .Messrs George H. Foriter, William

Herring, William W. Niie», Henrv L. Morris, Austin l>.
Kwen, J. G. H. Blvthe, Thomas .V Cuthberl« Jaines R.
Angel, Chauncey Smith.
The following was offered by rt. N. Camp:.
Resolved, That the several committees shall have the

power to increase their numbers not to exceed eleven
on any one committee, am! also to All any and all vacanciescaused by resignation or death.
Tne resolution was referred to the Executive

Committee.
Mr. H. N. camp also offered the rollowing preambleand resolution
Whereas the opening of the Harlem River and Bronx

Kills, these waters navigable lor vessels of large *i».e,
woutd prove as much for the benefit of the commerce
of the whole country as it would to the State and city
of New York., and has the same claim npnn the governmenta* the waters of the Mississippi or any other water
course,Resolved, That the Harlem River Committee be aofhorned to memorialise Congress in the name of this associationlor an appropriation sufficient tc have the llarMwjiyw»na jfwpfa Jbwrtt VIM* WiftW J

i SHEET,,
veyed and sounded, and for an appropriation of nurd an
nuioant aa shall i»e hereailer fixed, lor the purpose of
opening the Mine into the Hudson Rive-. making itnavigable for vessels drawing at leant fifteen ffcet of
water; and b« It further
Revolved, Thai, in the opinion of this association, an expenditureof the minis, to be fixed upon by the committee,would secure the object desired and would tend to lessen

the coot of every ton ol produce which tint's it* way by
water from the West to the great consuming populationof the Kast, and would thus prove of immense benefit U>
the people of the whole country.
The following petition to the Legislature was

signed by an the gentlemen present:.
To thk iionoioblk lkuislsiuhc or tub htate or nk»
Vokk
We, the undersigned, residents of the city and county

of New Vork, believe thut the law as it now exi»t<<.
Which taxes both reul estate and a mortgagr upon tin
same, to be double taxation, and hence Inlurious to tingrowthand progress ot the mate In population ami
wealth, do rcapecttully pray lor the pu -*i»>:e ut the act
now pending before the Legislature providing lor the
exemption ot mortgages Irom taxation.
Several millions of property in the new territory

01 New York were represented at the m>» Ung,
which wan larger tnau the organizers expected.

PHILADELPHIA POLITICS.

Democratic Diat-onragementa ai to the

Mayoralty Nomination.Colonel Middle
ana Nr. Littleton Decline.The ton.
vention to ltea««emblc on Monday.A
Heforin Committee Suggested.

PuiLAUir.PUia, Jan. 24, 1874.
To any one who has noticed the recent peculiar

drift or Philadelphia politics it mast be evident
that the nearer the election day for Mayor ap-
proachcH the more broken and dtoorsramzed be-
come the ranks of the democracy. The Democratic
Convention hesitated between a conservative and
a "straight-out," and when, Anally, after much
discussion, the latter was aerced upon, the gentlemancliosou, Colonel Kiddle, positively refused
to accept the nomination. Tneir work, therefore,
has iieeu in vain, and must needs be
recommenced. In the meanwhile the opposition,profiting by their misfortune,
gams new encouragement every day, and consid-
ers its success sure. It is said that in the Conven-
tion the other day Mr. Littleton, the union uoml-
nee, polled thirty voteB. against liity cast lor Mr.
Diddle, the "straight-out," the young men eudorslugthelormer aud the old heads backiug up the
latter.

"VR. UTTttTOK DECLTVES TJTE HONOR.
' Last evening the chances of the union nominee
in the Democratic Convention, to reconvene on

Monday, seemed irrcatly strengthened, and Mr. Littleton'sIrlends were jubilant accordingly ; but at
about ten o'clock tue rumor (lew from one quarter
to another mat Mr. Littleton would not accept
the nomination.a circumstance which seemed to
involve reformers, democrats, conservatives,
straight-outs and tno whole body politic of the opposition111 a condition indescribably chaotic.

WANTKP.AN AVAILABLE CANDIDATE.
There is a general wish now on the part of the

democrats to select a non-partisan man. Had
such a general leeling existed in the Convention
the result might have been iar different from what
it was. As it is now, taking for granted that Mr.
Littleton has withdrawn, there is no telling what
may develop in Monday's deliberation, lu case
the rumor is groundless, people seem to leel that
Littleton's chances are very good.

newspaper opinions and advice.
Mr. Forney, of the J'rcss, reviews the situation

thus :.
Nothing definite yet in regard to the Mayoralty. l>eyondthe declination of Mr. Diddle. There is a rumor

that Mr. Littleton has also withdrawn Ins name. Both
gentlemen are actuated by the desire to concentrate the
friends of the ucw constitution on one candidate, and
there are other movements to this end. The best spirit
prevails ill the several wards, t'ltlzens' tickets are being
framed with great unanimity and discrimination, i'he
time is short, but with a little wisdom and tort earance
all will come out right.
The Aye insists that unless opposing (actions

unite on some popular candidate the nope or sue-
cess should not be entertained. It says, "Woe to
the venal city when its purchaser is found," and
alter stating the situation at length proceeds as
follows:.

ft behooves the inhabitants of the City of Brotherly
Love to drop all party claims and look for some noble
and patriotic man.such as once rose in ltoine, the city ot
"brotherly strife," who, sacrificing his own interests, his
own lite, succeeded in saving thut city and its people
irom impending rum, shame and disgrace.lo lead tlicm
at this lime and save ttils city and community train tin-
pending destruction. The people of Philadelphia mast
open their eyes to ihe dangers by which tlie.v are men-
aced and beset from bad laws enacted and ctnoreed I'J
bud men. They must listen to the warning of good men;
they mastioUow their honest, earnest advice; they must
disregard party tics and unite upon some man who w 111
secure the cooperation ot freemen, ana thus prevent a
"Ring" victory in February. This is a duty they owe to
their fellow cltlzcng, to themselves and families
Monday's convention is likely to he or the Uve'liest nature and productive of no little debate.

Mr. Liittleton'g Keasona for Dcc 1 inlug.
Ilopea or k No Party domination.

Philadelphia. Jan. 24.Midnight.
It is now positively known that Mr. Littleton

will not accept the nomination for the Mayoralty
of this city. He declines outright in the following
letter

mr. littleton's letter.
<>K!fTLKMKN.I have received your letter asking me to

accept a nomiuaUon lor the office ot Mayor of tins city,
as a citizens'constitutional candidate. 1 entertain tlie
sincere conviction, strengthened by some experience ill
public lite, thai tlie luuuagciuent oi municipal alluirs
should l>e takeu from the tiold of national politics; but
It seems that neither of the great party organizations
now existing is willing to make this concession to local
Interests, and as the suggestion of this nomination to me,
in the first instance, was based upon the idea that such
concession would or might be made, I tlnnk that the
ground upon which I could be expected to accept has
been removed.
ror uiese reasons, lhil wiui ui.y wnniiKsi nmimiiiur 111c

compliment and lor the kind expression* in vour letter,
personal to myself, 1 beir leave to decline the proposed
nomination. Very respectfully, W. K. LITTLK'luN.
To Messrs. William Welsh, A.J. Dresel, John VV. For

ney, Ueorgc D. Kosengarten, and others.
A rekokm committee suggested.

A prominent democrat assures me to-night that
when his party couventlon reconvenes H will no
donbt agree that the nomination of a partisan is,
under the existing staw or things, inexpedient,
lie says that almost all the delegates to the Conventionfavor an action similar to that adopted
some time since in New York.naiuelv, the selec-
tioc of a Committee of Seveuty, irrespective of
parties or cliques, in whose hands shall be placed
the power of nominating a candidate who will iu
all respects represent, tne people and the true
interests 01 the city.

IIELiNCHOLf DROWNING CASUALTY.

Tliree Boya Drowned While Skating on

m Pond in Brooklyn.
A very melancholy casualty occurred in south

Brooklyn yesterday, involving the sacrifice of the
lives or three boys. The western slope of the
Gowanu3 hills is laid out into streets, with broad
avenues intersecting. The ewbaukiueuts forming
the streets and avenues are very steep, and,
owing to the absence of a system or subsoil drain-
age, there are constantly large pools or lakes of
stagnant, water in the low lots, wttloh prove a
source oi danger to the residents of that section in
many ways. Several lives have been lost during
the past lew years by drowning in these stagnant
waters, in various seasons or the year. The co;d
snap which set in on Friday night last formed a
thin coating or ice on these ponds, and the smooth
Burface presented was most, tempting to the iiova.
who, being home on Saturday, sought to indulge
In the joys of skating. About eleven o'clock several
small boys, among whom were Stewart and EdwardArthur, brothers, aged nine and eleven vents
respectively, and William Cra'vatt.. ten years old,
restored out on the Iran ice or the pond oo seven 111
avenue, between sixth and seventh streets. They
had not been long on tne Ice when it gave wav,
immersing the unlortunate boys In the water.
'l'lielr companions on shore summoned help, and
the party, wltli the exception or the boys men-
floned, were rescued. The bodies or the Arthur
brothers and Cravatt were recovered and taken to
tue residences of their grief stricken parents, who
live in the neighborhood. Police Surgeon Hradv
was eariy at the scene and did all in his power to
resuscitate the boys. The Coroner was noticed to
hold au inquest over the oodles.

THE CHARITY BALL.
Heveutecn years ago a remarkable wedding took

place in New York.Fashion and Charity were
united In holy banns.and on each succeeding year
since l«7 the anniversary of the memorable event
has been duly celebrated by a ball, giveu tor tne
benefit of the Nursery and Chllds' Hospital, an unsectartanand cosmopolitan Institution, since the
year mentioned thousands of friendless children
have been protected under the itgls of the happy
couple.
Next Thursday week, February r>, the eighteenth

annual ball will be given at the Academy ol Music,
and no efforts will be spared to make It the grand- jest affair ever held in New York. AstheeV/fot
the metropolis will lend ther presence, purses and
eflorts to insure its success failure is Impossible.
Jubilee <Jilmore will provide the promtnade music
and the terpslchorean melody will be rendered by
Lander. There are a few boxes left, which can be
had by applying to Mrs. A. H. L. Townseiid, of No.
297 Fifth avenue.

MURDER IN OPEN GUURT,
New Orleans, Jan. 24, 1874.

In Galveston this morning, in the Criminal
Court, the case of the State against J. B. Helm, for
the murder of John Ferguson, was called for trial,
bat owing to the non-arrival of witnesses the
proceedings were delayed, the prisoner remainingin court. John Ferguson, a son of the murderedman, succeeded in approaching the prisoner,between the railing aud table, unobserved,
and, preneating a pistol at Helm's head, tired, killinghim almost instantly. Young Ferguson was

Mi<l JUa saw M UQV peuur lOYuaujwted.
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THE HEW TRffiUIE BDILDUG.

Laying of the Corner Stone by Miss Greeley.
A Memorable and Interesting Ceremony-Interestit£ Particulars

by Mr. Whitelaw Beid.

Had the venerable 9ag<? of Chappaqua been aliv*
yesterday an additional wreath of well earned
laurel would nave rustled among the many whlcrt
he gathered ;n the pursuits of Journalism, an weil
as in private We; and If It Is permitted for tb«
spirits of thi: great dead to revisit the terrestrial
stones of a past busy life, then surely the shade ot
Horace tireeley hovered over the (to him) onca
sacred spot where !il9 daughter laid the corner
stone 01 the new Tribune building. The scene was
not imposing.it wag touching; the ceremonies
were not grand.they were simple and appropriate?
yet the occasion was au important one. It was
that of placing the coiner stoue in au edifice whoso
proportion*! are to l»c magnificent, and which ie tor
last lor ages. It is to be, as it-werc, the monument
of a great man's »u< cess.the lasting witnees of
the intellectual achievements accomplished by ft
commanding mind.
The ceremony 01 laying the comer stone of the

TriOutw building that is ui course of erection on
the well known old stand ol our able contemporary,at the corner of Spruce street and Printing
House square, took place yesterday afternoon at
a quarter past lour. The boarded up enclosure
where the works are going on was necessarily
shut to the public, no provision having been made
for the admission or even members or the press,
who, apart from whatever interest they might leeB
as citizens, had peculiar motives of a professional
and literary nature to be present at this signal
triumph or journalistic genius.
The most ardent well-wisher for the mtmne's

success could not nave uesireu a lovelier day tnaa
yesterday. The weather was exceptionally beautiful;the cerulean sky was uumarretl by a cloud
even of the size of a Quaker's hat, and the genial air
that brought a healthy glow to the youthlul obecK
of blushing maidenhood carried on lis wings li^
traces ol Boreas' biting blast.
Hy two o'clock crowds of citizens, chiefly frotj.

among the nardy sons of toil, began to collect in
lront oi the new editioe. A pile of bricks lacing
the enclosure was taken possession of by a cluster
of struggling humanity, who had the ti&rdlhood
to climb its perpendicular sides. Presently a ro#
of lime barrels and several blocks of granite along
the sidewalk were also occupied by sager spectators.

It was a long time tor the impatient multitude to
wait, lroiu half-past two o'ciocK, when the ceremonywas to take place, until alter four, at which
hour the ceremony commenced. Nevertheless, the
crowd bore very good humoredly the delay, the Intervalbeing euuvoued with what were intended to
be wonderfully witty sallies of the smart ones, who
always succeed in making their presence knowtt
at every public gathering. The omnipresent municipalpolice were "on the ground." They always:
are in those places where there is least use
lor them. One of the distinguished gentle*
men who lias the privilege of drawing a good,
salary lor wearing the armorial bearings of the
State of New Vork on a blue Held over his heart,-
MKiiau^eu ins zcai nj u uiiiuiK course, ciuu iir
hand, against the enterprising individuals wUo
hail mounted the brick pile. Ho succeedeu m capturingrtie stronghold; but no sooner was Ills back,
turned than the audacious public (enemy) again
successlully assaulted tlie disputed position.
From the pleased expression on tlie laces of ttiei

expectant crowd, ttie exit or Miss Greeley, Mr.
Whitelaw Keid and tlielr party irom the old fribuM
office was telegraphed to the timid or unlucky
ones among them who had not scoured stands la
iront.

l'he box. containing a number of papers and
documents to be placed in tue base of the cornet
stone, a brass cube ol about tea inches square,,
closed on the top by a screw-plate, was now ready
to be deposited in Its tinal rusting place. Air.
(ieorge Kipiey. President ol the Trloutie Association,tooK Ills stand in iront ai It and read a paper
substantially to the fallowing eirect:.
We have assembled to-dav In commemoration of Ui«

past and tor cousecration ol the future. Horace Greeley*
was a man ot no less profound convictions than of lolty
aspiration*. He « as a believer lu tlie progress ol thought,
and the development ol scieuco; ill tin) progress of societyand the development of humanity. I'udertheinilueuceot this inspiration the Trihunr was established,
more than thirty years ugo. It is our purpose to clothe
the spiritual «eru\ with a material oody, to incorporate,
tlie Invisible hirers whic.li inspired the heart o| our
louuder in a visible lorm. in the shape ol a goodly temple.
The ceremotiv which is now about to be performed typinesthe union ot spiritual at" noies with material conditions,ana thus possesses a siguitlcance and beauiy whichanticipatethe character ol the coming uge.
About ten years belore the establishment ol the Tribune*

dutmg iroui the death ol ilegel, iu 1SI1. and of Woe tlie lu
the tollowtug year, the tenueuey of thought on the Uon'tinent ol' hurope. tvhich bad been ot au Intensely ideal
or .spiritual character, beuan to assume an opposite direction.I'hysicul researches rapidly took precedence of
metaphysical speculation, i'oelure science waa inauguratedlu the place of abstract philosophy..
'Ilie spiritual order was well mah eclipsed by
the wuiideriul achievements ol the material orderA new dynasty arose which knew noti
Joseph, and the aiieient names of 1'lato and Descartes
and i.eibnit/were dethroned by the stalwart host that
took possession ol the uomaiu ot physical science. But
the sign* or ilie utiles Indicate the commencement ot m
reaction. The age accepts the results ot physical rescurcii,but retuses to regard tliem as tlie limit ot rational'
belief, lu resolving mutter into molecules, and mole-'
cules into atoms, the most illustrious cultivators or
plivsical scicuce cheerfully couiess that they arrive at
invisible lorc.es which u<> crucible can aualyze. no,
microscope detect, no arithmetic explain. The alleged:'
materialism of Tyudall and Huxley thus atlordsoil uu»
expected support u> me lueausin oi nerax-icy.
Miss Greeley now touched the closed brass cubs

and placed It under the huge granite block:
destined to receive it. Miss Gabrielie Greeley theat
read the ioliowiug listol papers that were enclosed:
lu the box:.
Copy of Daily Tribune, January 24, 1874; copy of Semi"

Weekly Tribune, January 23, 187*, copy o! Weekly-'
Tribune, January .'l. 1874; copy o! Trvmnt Atnumac (»a-:
vance sheets). 1874; Mr. Greeley's "Recollections ol a.
Busy Llle;" Tribune's Memorial of Mr. Greeley; CongressionalDirectory; Manual of state of New iork lor,
1873; Clerk's Manual and Ctawell's Manual lor 1871 j.
second Annual Report ot the Department of Public
Works of the City ot New Vork; the Origin of the Oroton
Aqueduct m the City of New \ork; copies oi the City'Hicord containing official list ol city othcers anil subordinates;Bylaws ami Agreement of tlie Tribune Association ;
Jrihwif Decture Extras; photographs ot Mr. Greeley..
ana his daughters; engraving ol Mr. Greeley and hi*
tainilv Mr. Ureeiey at Ids desk in consultation with his!
managing editor; with photographs oi a number ot tlm
,-uler stockholders and employes; two manuscript ar!tides ot Mr. Greeley's, writteii ami printed in the Tritmni
lu October. 1871; picture oi the uew building; memorandumby Whitelaw iiaid of the date of beginning the
demolition of the old tribune building, of laving the fir-it
stone ot the new one, and other fact* connected with the
enterprise; copies ol the remarks by Mr. Kipiey and
Miss Greeley in placing the box in the stone.

TUB OLD TRIBUNE BUILDING.
After ttil9 Mr. Whitelaw Reirt read the following

memorandum of facts anc dates concerning tho
former Tribune buildiugs and uew one, which
was then deposited by Miss Greeley in the box,
being the last tliiuii placed there

Tn* Thibusk OmcF, Jan 24,1874,
TtiU box was fdled and deposited in the corner of the

new Tribune bulletin board by Miss Ida L. ureeiey, the
eldest daughter ol the lounder ot the Trilmne, on the af*.
tei'tloon ot this, tlic 24th nay ol January, 1874.
The Trt'miir was first published lu Ann street, between

Nassau and William streets, under circumstances narratedin .Mr. Greeley's Keeolluctiots of a Busv Lite,"
herewith deposited. A building was first erected lor It*
use on a part of the present site in 1842 bj'
Thompson Price, the father in-law of ThomasMcliirath,Mr. Greeley's llrst partner. In 1845 thia,
was burned down, but the lWtame did not miss a tingle
issue, although it lost many of its books and accounts.
It was then ug.-iln issued trom the old office In Ann street
tor a lew months, until a new and larger building waa.
erected on a part ol the present site. This was occupied
during tue remainder ol Mr. Greeley's lite, although for
some years plans tor a uew one hod bees in contemplation.

lu January, 1873, at the first annual meeting of the.
stockholders utter Mr. Greeley's death, it was unanimouslyresolved to enter upon the erection of a new
building, wliich'should be worthy of the Iutnre they intended(or ttio TVihtme. Notice was given to
ail tenants to remove on the Ihi day of May, 1S7SL
Die various departments of tke business of the paper
were crowded Into the building <>n the rear ot the TrUmn&i
property, adjacent lain) was acquired, aud on the l"th
nt May, 1S7.1, the demolition ol the old building wa» begun.Mr Richard M. Hunt, the architect whose deficit
liad been accepted, meantime perfected his plant, eon.
tracts were awarded and the erection was begun.

i>n the 3d ot July. ls7.'f. the tlrst stone on the southwest
corner ot the new building was laid.a slab ol granitebteet 7 inches long, by S feet 8 inches wide and 18inches
thick, placed on a mass ot concrete IS inches thick, restingon clew solid beach sand teet below the level of
the curb stone and W I 3 teet below the position ol thU'

The work tint* far lias been done nnder the direction,
ol Peter I'. O'Brien, ot .New Vork, the granite being IUrnlshedby J. t<- Hattersoti. of Hartford, Conn., and the
Iron by the I'niou Iron Mills, of Buffalo, N. Y. ihe architect.Richard M. Hunt, aud his immediate representative,Kdward K. rtaut. retain the general supervision.
onlv the rront on the tit} llallPark, ill teet lona by 93>

teet ileep, ha* vet been liegun. The rest of tne sit*
is still occupied with the business of the Tribuna
and by tenants who cannot yet be required UK
remove. On the completion of the lYont tne work on
the remainder o! the building is to be at once pushed!
forward, i lie entire editice is to have a front of 91 feet;
oti the Citv Hall I'urk, luu teet on Hpruce street, and a*
width between Frankfort and Spruce streets of 168 feet..
It is to be nine stories high, exclusive of basement and/sub-cellar. Its height is to be ISO feet, and the height oC
its tower above the Inundations 285 teet. Its matenaUlt
ate to be stone, brick aud iron."
Miss Greeley then deposited the above til th6jbox and closed it. It was immediately placed liu

rite cavity, on wlilcb tne atone was lowered, an<|j
the Tribune family, who alone witnessed the slmpleceremony, adjourned to a collation prepared)elsewhere.

DEPARTMENT OF J'UBLIO. W0RK8.
Commissioner Van Nort makes tne following

statement ot public moneys received by the Departmentof Public Works during the week endin/f
yesterday (Saturday)
For Croton water rent and penalties |«,53t
For tapping Croton pipes... il
For vault permits 2,141
For sewer permits 141
For sewer pipes sold to contractors. TO

Total...


